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amore affordable way to pay medical bills _

" cent decision to give patients
_ two years to pay off medical
~ bills is an option that could

' of mind for patients.

: Ppayments.
-~".." Spectrum joins 20 other hos-
- . pitals in I2 states using the Care-
- Payment program offered by Or-

Mercy Hospital in Cadillac and

~ -Center in Eaton Rapids and
 Schoolcraft Memorial in Manis-
‘tee, also offer CarePayment. The

. revolving line of credit lets pa-

- over 25 months. That could"

| penses casier to digest, espe-
© . cially for the uninsured. People

Wwith insurance who are facing
 rising deductibles, co-payments

“ - and other out-of pocket costs
. canmake use of the payment
* - plan, too. It’s open to everyone,

. . regardless of insurance cover-
e.

ag
. More than 400 Spectrum pa-
. tients havesis:.:edup for the

~ viding patients with more pay- exported

concerns about whether they
canafford toget sick.
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The minimum monthly pay- & L |
ments are only 4 percent of the y
highest balance or $25, which- ¢ oA
ev:rhi;gme:. Lo 2.

no mistake, the program | Michigan's
is a tool to increase the odds gﬂhhh::'fﬂ
that patients without insurance m’;",‘,‘
will pay their tab. But the pro- m.;m
gram could allow people to re- what's wrong, not
ceive treatments that otherwise | gan, but in our

might be out of reach if payment x""d“l “:n“:':

_ has to be made upfront. our children

Aequitas, which launched the
Pprogram two years ago, says it
has netted hospitals between 20
percent and 40 percent of what
they bill — better than the 8 per-
cent to 10 percent hospitals typi-
ca!lyrecoupfromth;munk;]wiu‘md.
CarePayment gives hosp
some immediate funding for pa-
tient balances prior to billing
and collection on accounts
judged good risks.

Big medical bills have become
a leading cause of consumer s
bankruptcy in recent years, Pro- MN“
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ment options can help ease their
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 payments might no equalthe.



